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PILOTSAID HE SAW
A 'FLYINGMUSHROOM'

MELBOURNE,Fri.—An airlinespilottodayreportedto
the

Deportment

of CivilAviationthathe saw a "flying

saucer"near Melbournethis morning.

D. Barker,of Austra-

lian NationalAirways.
CaptainBarkersaid he

saw a
semi-transparent

ob-
ject like a "mushroomwith
a stalk"over the Temple-

stowe Brickworksat 10.15
a.m. today.
"I am not interestedin

impressinganyone,"he
said.

"Neither had I been
celebratingthe new year,
"I was in bed at 11

pm."
He said he reportedto

flightcontrolbut they
said he should"takemore
waterwith it."

Flyingfast
Flightcontrolhad told

him a Convairwas in the
air in that positionat 10.15
a.m.
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"My flying mushroom
was nothinglike a Con-
vair in

appearance,"

Cap-
tain Barkersaid last night.

"I have been flyingfor
A.N.A.since 1937 and
servedfor threeyearswith
the R.A.A.F.

"I know it wasn'ta
Convair."
CaptainBarkersaid he

was sittingon the edgeof
the diningtablein his
homeat EastKew whenhe
saw the "mushroom,"

"It was movingrapidly
in and out of thickcloud

at 1800to 2000feet,"ne
said.

"It was flyingfaster
thananyjetI haveseen.
"In about12 secondsit

had disappearedover East

Doncaster—six miles from
my home."

CaptainBarkersaid to-
nighthe wouldmakea full
report to the Australian

Flying Saucer Investiga-

tion Committeeif asked.

The Regional Directorof
the Department of Civil
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Aviationfor Victoriaand
Tasmania(Mr. A. R. Mc-
Comb) tonightsaid that
the Departmentwould
carefullyinvestigateCap-
tain Barker'sreport.

"CaptainBarkeris a very
experiencedpilot and un-
likelyto imaginethings,"
Mr. McComb said.


